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OUR FUTURE
IDEAS FOR

WELCOME

The AMAZONE Group is the most innovative medi-
um-sized company in Germany. This was the con-

clusion of a study conducted by Munich Strategy in 
conjunction with the magazine Wirtscha� sWoche.

We are very proud of the fact that AMAZONE has 
been able to take 1st place in this important ranking. 
It  is a recognition of our eff orts to consistently off er 
high-quality products to our customers.

In addition to this success, we were delighted to be 
able to welcome 6,500 visitors to our in-house � eld day, 
AMATECHNICA in May this year, a� er a break of six 
years. The event impressively demonstrated how we at 
AMAZONE are not only maintaining our role as one of 
the leading suppliers of agricultural machinery, but are 
continuously expanding it.

For us, AMATECHNICA was not just a platform to 
present our latest products. It off ered farmers, contrac-
tors and sales partners from across Europe and the en-
tire world, the opportunity of taking an in-depth look 
at the challenges and opportunities facing agriculture 
today, and to gain new impetus through dialogue with 
industry experts.

The questions of the future are the driving force be-
hind our corporate strategy. Bearing in mind the ex-
panding markets outside Europe, we have strength-
ened our international sales activities and have 
acquired a new strong partner in Brazil with MP AGRO. 
A� er participating in Brazil's largest agricultural trade 
show, we were already able to draw a positive � rst re-
turn concerning this partnership. Read more about this 
on pages 10 and 11.

A look at last 
year's � gures shows 
that we are on the 
right track, despite 
challenging market 
conditions. Sales of 852 million Euros meant that we 
achieved a new record. We owe this, above all, to our 
dedicated team, and to you, our reliable partners and 
loyal customers who placed your trust in us. In the cur-
rent � nancial year, however, we are confronted with a 
downturn in demand due to the economic situation, 
which presents our industry with further uncertainties. 
However, we are con� dent that we can overcome these 
hurdles. This year, the driving force for sales will be the 
expanded product range meaning innovative Amazone 
machinery that � ts to the soil type and climate in the 
various diff erent regions of the world. We are also driv-
ing development in the areas of autonomy and arti� -
cial intelligence. AI-supported solutions have become 
an important constituent in our product strategy.

We are convinced that we will continue successfully 
to shape the agriculture of the future with our innova-
tive strength and commitment.

Christian Dreyer and Dr. Justus Dreyer

AMAZONE is Germany's most innovative medium-sized company 2024

What a success!
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PARTNERS IN FOCUS

Award for sustainable agriculture

Future Farming
in Denmark
At the Danish Agriculture and Food Council's Crop 

Congress, Martin Molbo was honoured as the 
farmer of the future in the sustainability category. 
Together with his team of seven employees, he fo-
cusses on ecological, social and economic sustainabil-
ity. For him, � nancial success is more of a side eff ect if 
all aspects of the company's activities are geared to-
wards sustainability in terms of climate, environment, 
biodiversity and social commitment. Martin, a gradu-
ate farmer, computer scientist and accountant, joined 
his father's farm in 2001 at the age of 25 and convert-
ed it completely to conservation arable farming in 
2017.

The switch to no-till cultivation did not result in any 
yield loss, but actually increased yields as a result of 
 improvement in the soil, build-up of humus and 
healthier soil life. Less tractor hours and savings in die-
sel amounted to around 15,000 litres per year. Martin 
relies on AMAZONE machinery, such as a ZA-TS fertiliser 
spreader and the Cayena tine seed drill, which is still 
not widely used in Denmark: “We see many advantages 
in sowing with a tine for our mulch or direct seeding,” 
says Martin, “but you have to know one thing: Wait un-
til the dew has dried from the crop residues, otherwise 
the machine will get blocked! We don't start sowing 
until midday, which makes a world of diff erence.” 

With his new UX 6201 with AmaSelect multi- 
nozzle bodies, Martin hopes further to increase their 
plant protection effi  ciency. He is also planning to go 
into spot spraying based on the use of drones.
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40 years of AMAZONE Ltd dealer,

Masons Kings
Masons Kings, an AMAZONE dealer in south-west 

of England, this year celebrates their 40th anni-
versary. Founded in 1984, Masons Kings has grown 
from just one branch in Devon to now three covering 
also Cornwall and Somerset for John Deere. Masons 
Kings took on the AMAZONE franchise because their 
philosophy matches the AMAZONE ethos of always 
being there for the customer. Now with 120 staff , they 
are well equipped to handle the parts support as well 
as the service demands of AMAZONE technology with 
their Orchard Farm-trained engineers. 

Simon Brown, pictured below with Alan Rowden, 
Masons Kings Group Sales Manager, went down to 
congratulate them on their achievement and dis-
cussed what the AMAZONE franchise meant to them.

Alan (on the le� ) explained that although they 
started out selling ZA-X and ZA-M spreaders to family 
farms in Devon, the level of technology demanded by 
growers in the area has grown signi� cantly and now 
their main selling products are ZA-TS Pro� sPro Hydro 
spreaders and hi-tech sprayers with individual nozzle 
control and automatic boom guidance. The Precea 
precision seeder, especially the new 6000-2 AFCC 
combination, has been extremely well received in the 
south-west. The big contracting businesses in the area 
have also adopted AMAZONE, not just for spraying 
and spreading, but also for soil tillage and seeding us-
ing both Ceus and Catros along with the most com-
mon means of crop establishment in the area, the drill 
combi including many Avant folding front tank 
combinations.

We wish Masons Kings all the best for the next 
40  years and hope that they continue to choose 
AMAZONE as their partner.
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AMATECHNICA

AMA-
TECH-
NICA
2024

In May this year, we wel-
comed lots of visitors to our 

in-house AMATECHNICA � eld 
day under the banner “Ideas 

for future”. Around 6,500 farm-
ers, contractors and sales partners 

were given the opportunity of � nd-
ing out about the latest developments 

and innovations at AMAZONE. The con-
cept, consisting of practical machinery 

demonstrations both in the � eld and in the 
arena, a presentation of the latest innova-

tions in the ACTIVE-Center, a full line up of the 
machinery portfolio along with factory tours and 

a vintage machinery show with around 120 old 
tractors, struck the right note with the discerning 

visitors.
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AMATECHNICA

AMATECHNICA statistics

6,500
Visitors

Bratwurst/Currywurst sausages
5,500

Cheeseburgers

3,600

Scoops of ice cream

1,800

➊  Niklas Rietmann (Product Management Soil Tillage) ex-
plains our row trial series to visitors at Gut Wambergen.

➋ Time for good conversation on the spacious terrace
➌ Our customer group from China 

report 48

from 40 countries
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AMATECHNICA

   The main focus was on our numerous new products, some of 
which were also shown in action on a nearby � eld – and the 
weather was perfect.

To mark 75 years of Amazone seed drills, an extensive collec-
tion of old drills and drill combinations was on display along-
side the current models. This exhibition off ered the visitors a 
fascinating journey through the history in the development of 
seeding. Many more machines, including the soil tillage, fertil-
iser and crop protection sectors, as well as groundcare kit were 
impressively showcased by the AMAZONE team in demonstra-
tions in the arena.

Another highlight was the “Walk of Innovation” in the 
ACTIVE-Center, which took visitors through an inspiring series 
of pioneering technologies and smart solutions for precise, sus-
tainable agriculture. Experts from a large number of partner 
companies were also available for one-to-one discussions.

Lots of the visitors also took advantage of the free shuttle 
bus to visit the state-of-the-art spare parts centre at the 
Tecklenburg-Leeden facility and our new AMAZONE experi-
mental farm in Wambergen, where we develop and present the 
latest arable and crop establishment concepts. 

The joint auction of 37 items of agricultural machinery at 
AMATECHNICA 2024, in conjunction with the auction house, 
Euro Auctions, was a complete success. The auctioneer and his 
team brought the machines under the hammer in a period of 
around one and a half hours. Bidding took place on site and 
online. A special highlight was the auction of the last machine, 
a D9 mounted seed drill. The winning bid was placed by online 
by Benedikt Schulze-Lammers from Borken with his � nal bid of 
12,500 Euros. Since the proceeds from this seed drill in the auc-
tion were to be donated to the Osnabrück outpatient children's 
hospice, AMAZONE agreed with the auction house to increase 
the amount to 15,000 Euros.

A marquee with a spacious terrace was erected to cater for 
everyone's well-being and to facilitate the relaxed and convivial 
part of the day. This is where our guests were provided with 
food and drinks and a good time was had by all. There was also 
a “fun area” consisting of a goal wall shoot-out, “ring-the-bell” 
and even a driving skills competition, a nail bar and a bouncy 
castle.

To round off  the day with pleasant conversations, a proper 
“a� er-� eld party” was held in the large marquee from 6 p.m. 
A 5-piece band provided excellent music and there was a great 
atmosphere. Many of our guests enthused that the day was a 
complete success and that the very long journey, in some cases, 
had been worthwhile. We look forward to seeing you again at 
the next AMATECHNICA.

For all those who could not be there,
we have summarised the highlights and 
emotions from AMATECHNICA 2024 here.
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AMATECHNICA

➊  Customer group from Hungary with Tamas Kovacs, our local Managing 
Director (far right)

➋ View of the “Walk of Innovation” in the ACTIVE Centre
➌ Party atmosphere with the best of weather
➍  From left to right: Tanja Wille from the Osnabrück outpatient children's 

hospice, Christian and Bettina Dreyer, auction manager Mathias Kühnel 

report 48



8

  

MACHINERY NEWS

Our new regional importer Amatech:

Agricultural machinery for 
northern Poland
At the beginning of 2024, we added Amatech to our Polish 

sales network as our third sales partner, alongside Tech-
Kom and Agromix Sp. z.o.o. To raise awareness of the new dis-
tribution channel for AMAZONE and SCHMOTZER products 
among our end customers, the “Amatech Open Days” were 
held in early January. Despite the diffi  cult market environment, 
the event was very well attended and our machines were so 
well received by the visitors that several deals were � nalised 
a� er the event - “A successful start” was the clear statement of 
our local factory representative, Bartłomiej Chmurzyński. 
Amatech was founded in January 2008 by Jarosław Poznański 
and specialises in agricultural machinery sales. The company 

mainly serves the north of Poland in the greater Gdansk area. 
In addition to AMAZONE, the company also sells Manitou, 
Steyr, Kubota and Krone machines. Alongside its sales depart-
ment, Amatech also off ers a comprehensive service facility and 
spare parts. With a team of 18 experienced employees provid-
ing professional advice and technical support, Amatech has es-
tablished itself as a reliable partner for farmers. The company's 
headquarters are located in Czarlin, approx. 50 km south of 
Gdansk.

We hope that this expansion of our sales network will in-
crease our market presence as well as our customer presence 
in Poland.

The new 
Precea 
6000-TCC

Following the successful launch of the 
12 metre Precea 12000-TCC, the trailed 
6 metre version Precea 6000-TCC is now 
also available to round off  the range for 
larger farms and contractors. Whether used 
for conventional or mulch sowing, the 
Precea-TCC trailed precision air seeder is 
characterised particularly by its very precise 
placement, high output and comfortable 
operation.

PRODUCT FILM
Precea 6000-TCC trailed 
precision air seeder

MORE INFORMATION
www.amazone.net/precea-tcc

up to 15 km/h

6,000 l fertiliser
2,000 l seed

45, 50, 70, 75
or 80 cm
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HIGHLIGHTS

Our new regional importer Amatech:

Agricultural machinery for 
northern Poland

Crop Care Tour Europe 2024

Innovations
presented in 
10 countries
On tour with AMAZONE! Over the past few weeks, two of 

our working students travelled through Europe on be-
half of AMAZONE and presented two of our big new prod-
ucts. With our self-propelled Pantera 7004 sprayer and the 
trailed ZG-TX 11200 combi spreader on-board, 
Emma Nottbohm and Jan Schmüser set off  across Europe.

Starting from the main factory in Hasbergen-Gaste, the tour 
travelled through Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Croatia. Our two students � -
nally found their way back home via Austria.

On the way through these ten countries, we were able to 
present the new products to interested parties and potential 
customers at a total of 35 regional events. This gave contractors, 
farmers and cooperatives the opportunity of seeing for them-
selves our highlights and technical innovations in the � elds of 
plant protection and fertilisation. The ZG-TX combi spreader 
particularly impressed the audience, above all due to the sim-
ple conversion between the TS spreading unit and the new 
spreading unit for lime. This means that both mineral fertilisers 
and earth-moist limes can be precisely applied using just the 
one machine. The new Pantera 7004 self-propelled sprayer, on 
the other hand, impressed with its particularly high level of 
driving comfort thanks to the newly developed chassis with 
automatic slope levelling. The new spray liquid tank with a ca-
pacity of 7,000 litres also attracted a lot of interest, so much so 
that the spectators would have liked to have kept the machine 
right there and then. In total, these two students covered a dis-
tance of 8,300 kilometres on tour, 7,200 of which were covered 
by the machines under their own steam. What an experience!

Emma Nottbohm and Jan Schmüser (picture right at 
the top) were on the road for AMAZONE and, here, are 
explaining the various sophisticated boom functions of 
the Pantera: Flex-fold, ContourControl boom guidance and 
SwingStop.

report 48
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FROM AROUND THE WORLD

AMAZONE goes Brazilian

In April of this year it became offi  cial: the Brazilian fertiliser 
spreader specialist, MP AGRO, is now part of our AMAZONE 

Group. This acquisition marks a signi� cant milestone for both 
companies, and signals an important step towards the interna-
tionalisation and growth of our Group in South America.

“We rely on the MP AGRO team and want to use their exper-
tise and market proximity to bring our technology to Brazil,” ex-
plain AMAZONE owners Christian Dreyer and Dr Justus Dreyer. 
Our goal is to off er innovative agricultural machinery of the 
highest quality in Brazil and to raise the precision and sustain-
ability of fertilisation to a new level.

MP AGRO brings with it a young, highly motivated and dy-
namic team that focuses on customers in the sector of fertilisa-
tion and has in-depth market know-how in Brazil. With strong 
distribution partners, MP AGRO is known for the high quality 
and reliability of its products. We are very pleased that the ex-
isting workforce will remain unchanged and will continue its 
operation under the proven leadership of Douglas Peccin.

Together, we are striving to become the leading supplier of 
fertiliser spreaders in Brazil and to further expand our innova-
tive strength. This partnership promises signi� cant added value 
for our customers in Brazil.

Our initial focus is on fertiliser spreaders, although other 
product lines are conceivable in the future. The MP AGRO brand 
name will be retained for the current products and our 
AMAZONE spreaders will be sold in parallel with the MP AGRO 
spreaders on the Brazilian market. 

We look forward to a joint future with combined strength to 
set new standards in professional fertilisation.

MP AGRO ACQUIRED BY AMAZONE

Brazil's fertiliser spreader 
specialist is now part of 
the AMAZONE Group

from left: Ludger Braunsmann (Managing Director Finance, Con-
trolling, Purchasing, Human Resources), Douglas Peccin (Managing 
Director MP AGRO), Christoph Kühn (Product Line Manager Fertilis-
ation AMAZONE)
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FROM AROUND THE WORLD

AMAZONE goes Brazilian
Group photo of the MP AGRO team at the takeover ceremony.

The 29th Agrishow event took place in Ribeirão Preto (approx. 
300 km north of São Paulo) from April 29th to May 3rd. 

Not only were the innovations, the new technologies and the 
best practices in � eld cultivation presented here, but the exhi-
bition also off ered a positive environment for business deals 
and contacts.

With over 800 exhibitors across 520,000 m², and more than 
195,000 trade visitors, Agrishow 2024 has continued to main-
tain its position as the largest agricultural exhibition in Brazil. 
The fact that the potential business intentions expressed hit a 
record level of approximately 2.2 billion Euros (R$ 13.608 bil-
lion - an increase of 2.4 % compared to last year's exhibition) 
shows not only the importance of the event, but also the 
strength of the market for agricultural machinery and equip-
ment in the country.

Taking part in the show provided MP AGRO with a valuable 
opportunity for customer interaction and for � nalising signi� -
cant deals. A total of 62 machines were sold off  the stand. 
The show was also used as a stage to announce the acquisition 
of the company by AMAZONE. The company's visibility and 
con� dence in the national market are to be further strength-
ened in this way. The presence of AMAZONE equipment met 
with great interest from farmers and competitors and empha-
sised the relevance of the technological innovations presented 
at the show.

The Agrishow consolidated its role 
as an indispensable event for the 
continuing development and 
growth of the agricultural sector. 
We are looking forward to the 
next one, which will take place 
from April 28th until May 
2nd 2025.

Douglas Peccin (Managing 
Director MP AGRO) and Dr 
Justus Dreyer

Considerable interest in AMAZONE in South America

Good level of sales at Brazil's 
largest agricultural exhibition

report 48
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AMAZONE PEOPLE

Over 40 years with AMAZONE

“Samson” our 
jack-of-all-trades

Our esteemed colleague Wilfried Schäper, known throughout the com-
pany as “Samson”, took his well-deserved retirement at the end of 

July. He owes his nickname to light-coloured overalls, long hair and his 
strong build, reminiscent of Samson from Sesame Street.

A� er training as a car mechanic at Karmann in Osnabrück, he attended 
the vocational and technical college for mechanical engineering. He be-
came a member of the AMAZONE family in 1983 - although he was actu-
ally part of it from birth, as he is the great-grandson of Friedrich Dreyer, 
one of the two half-brothers of AMAZONE founder Heinrich Dreyer.

Samson worked in many departments during his more than 40 years of 

service. He worked as a � tter, in the warehouse, in test and development, 
in the paint shop and also in the goods in department. He also worked as 
gatekeeper and at reception for some time. A jack of all trades - who im-
pressed with his skills in all areas. For the last 15 years, he was known as 
the driver of an AMAZONE � atbed, with which he was available and on 
duty around the clock. He was always the link between our factory and lo-
cal suppliers. Fleet management, shopping, repairs and transporting all 
kinds of things are just a few of his other tasks. With a laugh, he said: 
“From jam to machines, I drove everything anywhere.”

Samson has been totally committed to AMAZONE over the years and 
has always been on hand when help was needed.

“From jam to machines,
I drove everything anywhere.”

Wilfried Schäper

Bruce Christie,
Farm Manager of Burghill Farms

Long time Amazone combination drill user, Bruce Christie, ma-
nages Burghill Farms in Brechin, Scotland which covers 

around 600 hectares of combinable crops plus 100 Aberdeen 
Angus beef cows and some overwintered sheep.

Last year, Mr. Christie decided it is time to put the AMAZONE 
drill combination to bed and invested in a Cirrus 4003-2CC. Mr. 
Christie comments “As our soils are generally fairly light, we 
didn’t really need the intensity of a power harrow all the time, 
so we made the change to a passive drilling system negating 
the need to constantly replace power harrow tines and thus 
saving us a bit of money as well as increasing our versatility”. 
By going down the route of a Cirrus-CC, equipped with the 
 additional FerTeC coulter for double-shoot sowing, the Cirrus 
drill that Burghill purchased certainly suits Scottish farming. 
With a shorter growing season in Scotland due to its latitude 
north, they always need to apply fertiliser when drilling 
 especially high rates of NPK in the spring, “Depending on the 
crop, this could be single-shoot, double-shoot, or sometimes a 
split between the two which gives the plant a controlled intake 
of nutrient as the root structure develops into the various 
 fertiliser zones”. 

Equipped with the Green-
Drill 501, Bruce Christie goes 
on to say “The GreenDrill has 
revolutionised what we've 
been able to do in terms of 
greening and sowing turnips 
for the sheep, as well as be-
ing ideal for sowing head-
lands with wild� ower and 
nectar bearing plants  a� er 
carrots”

Of course. it is good to 
know that, even when decid-
ing to move away from an 
AMAZONE drill combination, 
farmers like Mr. Christie still 
stay with the brand that they 
trust.

Bruce Christie

From combination to Cirrus for ultimate versatility
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AMAZONE PEOPLE

From the first employee to General Manager

Thank you, 
Simon!

Matt Smith: Our new man in Great Britain

A life dedicated to farming 
and family

Simon Brown hands over to Matt Smith, who had his first 
experience of AMAZONE as a student when he worked 
at Wilfred Scruton Ltd, a long-standing AMAZONE dealer, 
during his holidays.

“It will be strange,
not having Simon in the 

company a� er so many years”
Christian Dreyer

report 48

32-year-old Matt Smith is following in the footsteps of Simon Brown. 
Like his predecessor, Matt studied at Harper Adams University in 

Newport. He successfully completed his studies with a Bachelor of 
Agricultural Engineering and started a full-time internship at “Househam 
Sprayers Ltd.”, a British manufacturer of self-propelled sprayers, as part of 
his studies. A� er completing his studies, he was hired there as a Regional 
Sales Manager. He later moved to HORSCH, a German manufacturer, where 
he was Regional Sales Manager for plant protection in the south of the UK. 
He then came to AMAZONE Ltd. in 2021 as National Sales Manager and 
has taken over the additional position of Managing Director upon the start 
of Simon’s retirement in June. “I wish Matt continued enjoyment of the 
agricultural machinery industry and to have pleasant customers,” said 
Klaus Dreyer at the get-together on June 3rd.

Matt Smith is married and lives in Stamford, Lincolnshire, with his wife, 
Katie and three-year-old son, Isaac.

A� er the founding our subsidiary AMAZONE Ltd. in the UK 
in 1983, Simon Brown was our � rst employee.  He started 

his career as a � eld service technician and travelled extensive-
ly in Germany in this position. He later looked a� er spare parts 
and � eld service for the whole of the UK, eventually becoming 
Brand Manager and � nally Managing 
Director of AMAZONE Ltd in December 
2018. With great commitment and pas-
sion, he quickly helped AMAZONE to 
become very well known.

He was actively supported by his 
wife, Caroline during his more than 40 
years of service. She was involved in 
numerous exhibitions throughout the 
country, looking a� er, among other things, our customers on 
the stand. We would like to take this opportunity to thank her 
once again.

Over the years, Simon Brown has unsel� shly, and with great 
commitment, dedicated himself to AMAZONEN-WERKE's inter-
ests and has thus made a signi� cant contribution to the com-
pany's major success in the UK. We are very grateful to Simon 
for this, and, with all our hearts, we wish him all the best for 

this new chapter in his life.
To bid him farewell, we travelled to 

the UK with a strong line-up, including 
Senior Partner Klaus and Managing 
Director Christian Dreyer, to host a big 
farewell party for Simon at our Orchard 
Farm subsidiary together with around 
100 of his most important customers.

In a speech to the assembled com-
pany, Christian Dreyer and Simon's successor, Matt Smith, 
thanked Simon for his outstanding work. This day will be re-
membered fondly by everyone involved.
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LOOKING BACK

Once upon a time…

AMAZONE 1950

Other companies usually state the establishment of a handcra�  workshop as the 
year of foundation. With AMAZONE, however, things are diff erent. The founda-

tion of the factory for agricultural equipment is always quoted here - that was in 
1883. The Dreyer family had also been involved in the manufacture of agricultural 

machinery and equipment for several generations, albeit on a handcra� ed basis. In other words, customised produc-
tion. The grandfather of founder Heinrich Dreyer, Johann Caspar Dreyer, supplied a grain cleaning machine, known as 
the Wannemühle, to the city of Osnabrück in around 1780. Heinrich Dreyer documented this in his chronicle and re-
acquired this machine from the city in around 1938. It stands in all its splendour, and is very well preserved, in our 
museum at Gut Wambergen. This winnower is very elaborately made entirely of oak, with � ttings of hand-forged 
iron, and certainly cost a relatively large amount of money. It is still fully functional today, although it shows clear 
signs of wear. Even back then, the Dreyers had the motto: The most important thing is good quality and optimum 
functionality.

The oldest “AMAZONE”

This view of the main factory in Hasbergen-Gaste was taken 
in 1950, shortly a� er the Second World War. The picture 

shows the factory from the east with three chimneys. The larg-
est belonged to the boiler house with a steam engine, which 
produced the energy and heat required by the company. The 
boiler was mainly heated with wood waste from the produc-
tion of fertiliser spreaders, potato sorters and the like. The boiler 
house was demolished in January 2006, while the chimney 
had to be dismantled earlier than that for reasons of 
dilapidation.

The smaller chimney belonged to the former steam engine, 
from which the lathes and drills were driven via transmission 
sha� s until around 1937. Next to it was a water tower to supply 
the steam engine, which became redundant in 1950. The 
chimney and water tower were demolished around 1951.

Then there was the small third chimney. It belonged to a 
large forge hearth in which the steel rings for the large wooden 
wheels of the fertiliser spreaders were made red-hot and, with 
two strong men using tongs, taken out of the � re and 

hammered onto the wooden wheels and quickly dipped into 
water so that the wood of the wheels did not burn.

A� er the war, the factory was shut down for about six 
months. The British forces had converted the site into a transit 
camp for German soldiers who were being repatriated a� er the 
war. Every day, up to 10,000 war veterans were driven to the 
factory by British soldiers on military lorries, fed there for a day, 
housed overnight and transported on the next day. For many 
years, former soldiers have fond memories of their stay at 
AMAZONE, their last day in captivity and then their release to 
freedom.

AMAZONE was then allowed to manufacture agricultural 
machinery again, and the company started up again with 
around 50 employees under the management of Dipl. Eng. 
Heinrich Dreyer. This is an important part of the 140-year histo-
ry of Amazonen-WERKE.
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AMAZONE PEOPLE

The oldest “AMAZONE”

AMAZONE factory overview, part 2: Forbach

The first AMAZONE 
plant abroad

AMAZONE's � rst subsidiary outside of Germany is located 
in Forbach, France. This site is located directly on the 

Franco-German border near Saarbrücken.

At the beginning of the 1960s, France became the most impor-
tant export market thanks to strong sales of ZA twin-disc fertil-
iser spreaders. It therefore made sense to have our own facility 
here. This also took place against the backdrop of the develop-
ing Franco-German friendship based on the Élysée Treaty of 
1963.

AMAZONE was off ered a company with suffi  cient space on 
favourable terms, which even had two railway sidings. 
Dr Friederichs (then a member of the management team) 
played a key role in the negotiations with the previous owner, 
who was of Italian origin.

However, the company was in a deplorable, partly dilapidat-
ed condition. This aff ected both the offi  ces and the production 
buildings. In addition, the large factory hall was open to the 
weather and was heated with open coke ovens in winter. It is 
astonishing that around 50 employees had worked at the pre-
vious company despite these conditions. This made it all the 
more important to those responsible at AMAZONE to restore 
production, administration, workplaces and social facilities into 
a decent condition. Over the years, not only were the facilities 
renovated, but new halls were also built and a large adjoining 
site was purchased from a haulage company. The offi  ces, which 
had previously been housed in a residential building on the 
street for a long time, were also relocated to a new administra-
tion building.

In the beginning, AMAZONE produced the EK single disc fer-
tiliser spreaders in Forbach, as well as the “Tübings” from time 
to time. These were supports for the underground mine pas-
sages, which had been manufactured by the previous owners. 
The existing machine tools were initially used for this purpose. 
A� er some time, the AMAZONE product range was � nally fully 
able to utilise the company's capacity and, in addition to fertil-
iser spreaders, tooth packer rollers were also manufactured 
from then on, the production of which AMAZONE automated. 
To complete the range, the “Groundkeeper” mower collector 
and the self-propelled “Pro� hopper” were later added to the 
product portfolio.

The � rst factory manager in Forbach was Mr Herweg, who 
moved to France from Germany with his family. This position 
was then held by Mr Schomäker, who had previously worked in 
Hude. He was followed by Mr P� sterer and then 
Mr Franke. Today, Mr Descamps manages our business in 
Forbach - a native Frenchman from the agricultural machinery 
industry who is bilingual, owing to his many years of living in 
Germany, which bene� ts communication between the factories. 
Ludger Braunsmann joined the management team in Forbach 
as Managing Director for Finance and Controlling.

Currently with 100 employees, the � rst AMAZONE subsidiary 
has developed over the years into a very effi  cient plant for 

“groundcare”.
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AMAZONE celebrated a special anniversary on May 7th this year. On this 
day, Klaus and Christian Dreyer celebrated their 90th and 60th birthdays re-
spectively, which was a very special occasion, not only for them, but also for 
the family business.

Klaus Dreyer joined AMAZONEN-
WERKE as Managing Director in 
January 1958 a� er studying me-
chanical engineering, together with 
his cousin Dipl. Eng. Dr Heinz Dreyer. 
Dipl. Eng. Heinrich Dreyer, Heinz's 
father and representative of the sec-
ond generation, had passed away 
unexpectedly. Christian Dreyer 
joined the family business in 1994 
a� er studying industrial engineering 
and working for a machine tool 
manufacturer. In 1999, he took over 
from his father as Managing Director.

In addition to the birthdays, there 
was another special company anni-
versary: Christian Dreyer celebrated 
his 25th anniversary as Managing 
Director of the company, which he 
now runs together with his cousin 
Dr Justus Dreyer. Under the leader-
ship of the third and fourth genera-
tion of Dreyers, AMAZONE has de-
veloped remarkably over the last 66 
years. The company's turnover rose 
from DM 10 million to over 850 mil-
lion Euros, and the number of em-
ployees grew from around 500 to 
over 2,500. The production sites 

have now grown to nine, supple-
mented by numerous subsidiaries 
worldwide.

The jubilee celebrants are deter-
mined to continue this success story 
with the support of competent man-
agement and committed employees.

The celebrations began on May 
7th with a reception for all invited 
guests, clubs, associations and com-
pany executives at the ACTIVE Centre 
in the AMAZONEN-WERKE factory in 
Hasbergen-Gaste. To the accompani-
ment of piano music, there was a 
cosy get-together over lunch, words 
of appreciation for the jubilee cele-
brants and a buff et.

A festive evening private event 
followed on May 8th. Around 200 
friends and relatives of the birthday 
boys came to celebrate with Klaus 
and Christian Dreyer.
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